






















































































































































Interpretive Clientele 
An analysis of park use has beeri used to measure the present and potential audiences for 
interpretation in all Minnesota State Parks in the Interpretive Services Plan. This was based on the 
number of day use visitors, the number of campers, and the population within a 25-mile radius. 
The criterion to document additional potential users of the park's interpretive services includes 
environmental education opportunities for local schools. When compared to other state parks , 
Maplewood State Park ranked mid-range for number of campers, low for number of day users, 
and mid-range for population base within 25 miles. 

Summary of Existing Interpretive Services 
Over the last 15-20 years, there have been volunteers who have conducted occasional programs 
and the park manager and a naturalist working as a parks worker have also contributed occasional 
programs for summer visitors and school groups. In the 1970s there were some naturalist intern 
programs in the park. Now programs are mainly done on a special request basis. 

Interpretive Facilities 
There are no developed facilities at Maplewood State Park devoted entirely to interpretation and 
education. The contact station maintains some park orientation displays, but no other indoor 
exhibits or program areas exist. 

Non-personnel Interpretation 
Two self-guiding interpretive trails have been developed at the park: the Grass Lake Interpretive 
Trail and the Forestry Demonstration Trail. The Grass Lake Interpretive Trail Guide was completed 
about 15 years ago and is currently outdated and needs major revisions. 

Several outdoor interpretive signs have been installed at Maplewood including an outdoor beaver 
pond exhibit. Other signs include interpretation of fish management of Bass and Beers Lakes and 
deer exclosure information. A new interpretive sign about the life of Hannah Kempfer, the first 
woman elected to the Minnesota Legislature, was installed in 1997 in the Lake Lida picnic 
grounds. 

Through the efforts of a graduate student from North Dakota State University, a geology guide to 
the park called "Maplewood Down Under" was developed. It is a self-guiding booklet that is sold 
at park headquarters and provides an outstanding overview of how the glaciers formed the 
Maplewood landscape. 

Like all Minnesota State Parks, Maplewood offers the Junior Naturalist Program and has for sale 
the series of Explorer Activity Books for children. 

Overview of Area Interpretive Services 
There are a number of interpretive facilities within a 50 mile radius of Maplewood State Park. The 
Prairie Wetlands Leaming Center (under development), Fergus Falls; the Otter Tail County 
Historical Society - Museum and Educational Programs service in Fergus Falls; Moorhead State 
University Regional Science Center and Buffalo River State Park; Tamarac National Wildlife 
Refuge; and the new Otter Trail Scenic Byway. 

The Otter Tail County Historical Society 
Otter Tail County has one of the finest Historical Society museums in the state. This facility is 
located in Fergus Falls and offers special programs that relay the area's history, including 
dioramas, period rooms, and other static displays, as well as live shows and speakers. The 
museum focuses on geology, wildlife, and the people of Otter Tail County. The trades and 
lifestyles are depicted, with a large section of the museum devoted to agriculture. The historical 
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society also has hand-on activities for children, an outreach education program for schools and 
organizations and a library geared toward genealogical and historical research. The historic~ 
society also offers an auto tour with a pre-recorded cassette that acts as a guide to tour the historic 
areas of the entire county. There is also a gift shop with souvenirs, books, and hand crafted items. 
The historical society museum is located in Fergus Falls, approximately 20 miles south of 
Maplewood . 

Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge 
Tamarac National Wildlife Refuge, north of Detroit Lakes, has a year round visitor center which is 
open on weekends from Memorial Day to Labor Day. The facility has an exhibit room that 
illustrates the natural resources and also an auditorium with a 15 minute audio-visual presentat~on 
about the refuge and the history of the site. A park ranger/naturalist is on staff, however, most 
activities are self-guided. Numerous interpretive brochures and checklists are available specifically 
about the refuge. The refuge staff sponsors annual environmental education workshops for local 
teachers. Thousands of students tour the refuge, especially in the fall for self-guided tours 
(curriculum packets are provided for the teachers). Open houses are held in the spring and fall 
with speakers and displays that focus on bird migration and various educational opportunities. 
There is also an auto tour route that is available to the public except during the winter months. This 
route has many wildlife, photographic, and scenic opportunities along the way. Several hiking 
trails and a cross-country ski trails are located in the refuge. The refuge is northeast of Detroit 
Lakes and is approximately 30 miles from Maplewood. 

Moorhead State University Regional Science Center 
The MSU Science Center is located one mile east of Buffalo River State Park on 300 acres of 
prairie, woods, and river communities. There is a 13,000 square-foot interpretive center with a 
classroom, a field studies lab, an exhibit area, an auditorium, a local natural history library, and a 
multi-purpose room. There is also an observatory with a telescope that projects images to the 
auditorium. The facility specializes in K-12 teacher education, urban environmental education, and 
consulting for agencies developing new programs in science and environmental education. There 
are also a variety of public activities year round. The Science Center is approximately 50 miles 
northwest of Maplewood and is adjacent to Buffalo River State Park. 

The Prairie Wetlands Learning Center 
The facility will be a residential learning center. In 1994, $3 million in funding was received to 
build the facility. It is currently under construction, just south of Fergus Falls on the T .H. 210 by­
pass, on the south side of the road. There,are 300 acres and approximately 32 wetlands at the site. 
The residential building will house 80 people (including facilities for approximately 12 interns). 
The target audience will be 7-9th graders, approximately 70 students and teachers at a time. 

The focus of the facility will be to interpret the prairie pothole ecosystem. Upland areas are being 
restored to tall grass prairie and wetlands have been restored. The curriculum is currently being 
developed by local teachers in Fergus Falls. The prairie potholes curriculum will also tie in heavily 
with technology. They are looking at developing "strands" i.e. photography, where students take 
photos and at the same time learn the value of wetlands. They are trying to show how this affects 
their lives socially, culturally, economically, etc. 

Even without the new facility, the Prairie Wetlands area has been accommodating approximately 
5,000 students every year, with no advertising. Tours last approximately one hour. Some 
students from the St. Olaf SNAP program have adopted 22 acres at the site trying to restore the 
original vegetation. There is currently one staff member. Programs have been run out of the old 
homestead barn at the site. 

This project is a joint venture. The state of Minnesota, DNR was the project director for the 
Bonding. The City of Fergus Falls owns the land (through a land trade with the US Fish and 
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Wildlife Service). The city is responsible for the building and the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
will oversee and operate.the facility once it is constructed. 

It will be the first residential learning center in the nation that is operated by the US FWS. The 
project was started over eight years ago~ There will be 3,000 feet of exhibit space in the 
interpretive center part of the building. There will be a 200 seat Great Hall for programs; 2 
classrooms, and a store with appropriate items for sale. The Prairie Wetlands Learning Center is 
just south of Fergus Falls and is approximately 25 miles from Maplewood. 

Phelps Mill County Park 
Originally called the Maine Roller Mills, the mill is now a county park and museum. The Otter Tail 
County Historicai Society has prepared an on-site video presentation that gives an overview of the 
history and operation of the mill. Interpretive signs throughout the building explain features of the 
facility. There is no interpretive staff on site, however, the park manager is available to answer 
questions. A festival is held each summer. The mill is approximately 25 miles southeast of 
Maplewood. 

At this time there is minimal cooperation between Maplewood State Park and these area interpretive 
services. See the Interpretive Services Recommendations section for future actions. 
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INTERPRETIVE THEMES 

Primary Themes 
Primary themes are the main stories of the park. Some primary themes are listed below: 
* Indicates items which are recommended as priority themes . 

Cultural 
* Who were the earliest people to live in the Maplewood area? 
European settlers and agricultural development changed Maplewood . 
Role of logging in park history. 
How was maple syrup made in the pioneer days? 

Geologic 
* How did glaciers shape the Maplewood area? 
How were the lakes in the park formed? 
How does geology affect water quality? 

Biologic 
* What is a Hardwood Hills ecosystem? 
What is a prairie? 
What is a wetland? 
What natural communities/plants/trees are found in Maplewood? 
What is biodiversity and why is it important to protect rare species and significant natural 
communities in the area? 
What is the significance of Old Growth Forests? 
What do we know about songbird migration? 
Aggressive exotic species degrade native ecosystems . 

Recreation 
* You can take great photos at Maplewood State Park. 
Maplewood's best areas for wildlife and bird watching. 
Tips for hiking at Maplewood State Park . 

Management 
Why was Maplewood State Park started? 

. What is the mission of Maplewood State Park? 
How do recreation needs mix with the environment? 
What do we know about the pre-European vegetation in the park and how does it affect 
management decisions? 
How will forest regeneration be managed in the park? 
How do activities outside of the park affect the park (and vice versa)? 
How are white-tailed deer managed at Maplewood? 
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Interpretive Services Recommendations 
Note: The following action recommendations are not in priority order. 

Facilities 
• Action 1: Construct a new amphitheater. Suggested locations are near the 

campground Centennial Tree Planting area or located along Hollow campground road. 
Electricity will need to be installed. It was noted that it is nice to have an amphitheater located 
within walking distance of the campgrounds. 

• Action 2: A new trail/interpretive center should be built overlooking Cataract 
Lake. 

• Action 3: The wetland restoration efforts in the park should be interpreted in 
the new interpretive center and/or as a sign somewhere in the park. This could old tie-in with 
the Prairie Wetland Learning Center, in Fergus Falls. 

• Action 4: Any future road work needs to have adequate pull-off at scenic spots to 
allow for interpretive signs .. 

Self-guided Trails 
• Action 5: Grass Lake interpretive trail brochure should be updated. The trail 

needs a new bridge and there are several areas that need erosion control work done. 

• Action 6: A self-guided trail should be developed for Hallaway Hill. It should 
interpret the glacial geology and the Woodland Indian period. 

• Action 7: An accessible trail should be located near the new visitor center. 

Brochures, Guides and AV Materials 
• Action 9: Provide interpretive materials for wildlife and birdwatching. The 

Friends of Maplewood group could purchase binoculars that could be checked out at the park 
office. Possibly some bird books or other field guides as well. Brochures could have bird 
lists and bird watching information since this recreation is increasing tremendously. 

• Action 10: Reduce erosion in the park by enforcement of trail use rules, 
volunteer rangers, and education of users. 

• Action 11: Develop interpretive materials on unique vegetation and natural 
communities. Identify areas of unique vegetation and natural communities such as old 
growth stands and orchid locations. Develop interpretive materials on areas of interest. Aspen 
Stand Improvements - maintain some small managed aspen fields mainly for interpretive 
points. Let the rest take the natural course. 

• Action 12: Develop interpretive materials on cultural features of the park. 
Areas where archaeological work has been done needs to be marked generally and shared of 
the findings. The historic Westbe house is in Perham now, but it used to be in the park. It 
would be good to develop a joint brochure/flyer to interpret the building, early settlers, and the 
site in the park. In the park, a plaque should interpret the site. 
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Exhibits and Kiosks 
• Action 14: Put an observation book/log in the wildlife blind for people to record 

their sitings. Enhance the observation blind area by putting up wood duck houses and other 
structures that will bring the wildlife closer to the blind. If this observation blind becomes 
popular, consider developing similar facilities in other areas of the park. 

• Action 15: Exhibits and kiosks should be developed to interpret the various 
cultural resources in the park. Have a display showing old plat maps, since many 
visitors ask about their ancestors farms. And/or there could be a brochure telling about cultural 
interests in the park and the surrounding area. Farm sites - choose one of the three farmsteads 
for public viewing. Include this areain the hiking area with signs stating interesting points for 
viewing (i.e. building areas, garden areas, fields, plants, trees) all pointing out and sharing 
how people lived and survived in the area. 

• Action 16: Interpret lake water quality and quantity, perhaps on Beers Lake where 
vegetation indicates historical water level changes. The "beaver halo" effect could also be 
interpreted along the north side of the lake as well. 

• Action 17: Have a display board to put up photos of kids with their fish . 

Naturalist Program Recommendations 

Staff 
Action 18: Request a full time naturalist position to be shared with 
Glendalough. This was seen as a better option than a seasonal position, because it would 
improve the efforts of "area" tourism and would probably be more efficient in terms of limited 
funding available. 

• Action 19: Keep trying to find ways to get local people out to the park. If 
volunteers are used for school group programs, they must be well trained. The best volunteers 
tend to be former teachers who can control a group and maintain their interest. It was noted 
that we need to start with a naturalist position before developing a volunteer naturalist program. 

Action 20: Partner with resorts or local schools to organize kids coming on 
week days to the park and have nature hikes (with a volunteer, or a resort 
naturalist, or an intern) . 

Programs 
• Action 21: Work with the new Prairie Wetlands Learning Center to interpret 

the two ecosystems in the area (PWLC depicts the Prairie Pothole ecosystem and 
Maplewood exemplifies the Leaf Hills/Hardwood Hills ecosystem) . 

• Action 22: Consider holding special events such as: a maple syrup special 
event (may include a pancake feed etc.). There is a retired school teacher who is still tapping 
maple trees. There is also some syruping done near Lake Franklin. 
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• Action 23: Cooperate with the Detroit Lakes bird watching club to have a 
Special Event to do bird watching and help develop a good species check list 
for the park. Maybe it could be done like a March For Parks where people raise donations 
for the number of birds/species that are seen. 

• Action 24: Cooperate with the Fergus Fall Convention and Visitor Bureau to 
bring tours into the area. 

Interpretive Services Summary 
The Interpretive Services recommendations describe long term needs for Maplewood State Park. 
Some could be accomplished fairly quickly with minimal expense and other recommendations will 
require detailed preparations and sizable funding. The recommendations also take into account 
interagency and area interpretive opportunities in a 50 mile radius. Although this area does not 
align with the Hardwood Hills Landscape region, it is a reasonable distance for people to drive 
from the park in approximately one hour. 
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Operations, Staffing and Costs 
Operations and Staffing 
Maplewood State Park operations are minimally implemented with present staff levels. Resource 
degradation from minimal maintenance is occurring in some areas. Examples include, building 
maintenance and trail maintenance. Several actions in the plan would require additional staffing . 

The 1994, Division of Parks and Recreation Statewide Interpretive Plan recommended the 
placement of a Seasonal Naturalist or Area Naturalist (to be shared with Glendalough) at 
Maplewood State Park. The planning process fully justified that position. In addition, there are a 
number of recommendations which will result in the need for additional staff, mainly maintenance 
hours. Examples of this would be: the visitor/trail center; a larger/remodeled shower building in 
the main campground; a new shower building in the horse camp; camper cabins; and bike trail 
maintenance. A resource specialist position is recommended to be shared with Glendalough or 
other parks in the Hardwood Hills Landscape Region. Resource management staff time, both 

' regional and park level, will need to be expanded if the resource management recommendations are 
to be implemented. Currently, enforcement problems are minimal in the park. Future enforcement 
efforts should be focused on heavy use weekends and interpretive efforts (personal and non­
personal) and should emphasize ways to protect the park's natural and cultural resources and 
reduce impacts on the resources. This could become increasingly important if future bike trail use 
increases significantly. 

Many of the development proposals would have initial start-up expenses with additional long term 
maintenance expenses. Some of the proposals could be developed with minimal expenses using 
alternative labor, for example: 

Friends of Maplewood State Park group 
Sentence to Service (STS) 
Minnesota Conservation Corps (MCC) 
Other Volunteers 

For example, the STS crews could assist in completing construction on the proposed trail changes. 
This would result in minimal impact on the park operating budget for construction, however, there 
would still be ongoing maint~nance costs . 

The Division of Parks and Recreation will experience increased staffing needs and work loads as a 
result of plan implementation. Other DNR disciplines may also experience some increased work 
load in the implementation of certain recommended actions. For example the Division of 
Enforcement, the Division of Forestry, the Division of Trails and Waterways, the Division of Fish 
and Wildlife, the Bureau of Engineering, and the Bureau of Real Estate Management, may 
experience increased work loads as a result of increased recreational opportunities and resolution of 
land issues. Local representatives of these disciplines participated in the planning process and are 
familiar with what their role may be. in the future . 

Costs 
Operational Costs 
If all the actions and recommendations in this park plan were implemented, the park's annual 
operational costs would need to be significantly increased. The level or amount of this increase is 
difficult to estimate because many of the recommendations are too general to base estimates on at 
this time. However, the increase in staffing outlined in the previous sections (year round 
naturalist, approximately $ 40,000 to be shared with Glendalough, resource specialist, 
approximately $40,000 to be shared with another park(s), and seasonal buildings and grounds 
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maintenance worker, approximately $13,000) combined with a review of the development projects 
outlined below, suggests the park's annual operating budget would be increased by 15 to 25%. 

Development Costs 
The following list represents those actions which have development cost implications. The total 
cost to implement these actions (as noted) is estimated at $2.8 million, (in 1997 dollars). This 
estimate was generated as part of the planning process and has a significant margin of error 
because a variety of assumptions were made related to unknown variables (site specific soil 
conditions, decisions related to site design, septic system selection, distance to electrical service). 

1. Develop 3-5 park specific brochures on natural and cultural resource themes of the park. 
2. Conduct biological surveys and monitoring programs. 
3. Restore degraded communities and remove undesirable exotic species. 
4. Develop park database and GIS of natural and cultural resources. 
5. Complete wetland restoration. 
6. Develop a long term vegetation management plan, looking 50-100 years ahead. 
7. Plant native trees and shrubs in three of the campgrounds and in the picnic area. 
8. Conduct cultural resource surveys, especially in proposed development areas. 
9. Control beaver where flooding is a problem. 
10. Work with archaeologists to determine if mitigation is needed for known cultural sites. 
11. Clean up old dump sites. 
12. Construct a new Trail Center/ Visitor Center. 
13. Develop a surficial geology and soils map for the park. 
14. Seal 3-4 remaining abandoned wells. 
15. Implement recommended trail changes - approximately 2 miles of new trail. 
16. Develop self-guided trail to Hallaway Hill and add trail benches and hitching posts. 
17. Improve trail signage and assurance markers. 
18. Construct a hard surfaced accessible interpretive Wetland Trail near visitor center. 
19. Construct several trail rest areas along horse trails. 
20. Develop an interpretive trail around Cataract Lake. 
21. Convert the overflow camping area at Lake Lida to a rustic campgrounds. 
22. Provide water at the group camp and at Knoll campground. 
23. Remodel and enlarge campground shower building. 
24. Add a shower building in the horse campground. 
25. Add three camper cabins. 
26. Construct a new picnic shelter at Lake Lida. 
27. Relocate and improve accesses at Beers Lake. 
28. Upgrade the existing blacktop on the main roads. 
29. Develop and implement a horse camp site plan. 
30. Add a short walk-in or cart-in campsite with hard surfaced trail. 
31. Install picnic tables and benches at Beers Lake. 
32. Install an extended dock or pier on Grass Lake. 
33-. Evaluate/construct accessible fishing facilities on Trout, Beers, and Bass Lake. 
34. Install amphitheater/facilities for outdoor interpretive events. 
35. Develop interpretive exhibits on the park's cultural resource themes. 
36. Develop interpretive display on the Hardwood Hills 
37. Blacktop the Park Drive, make one-way and add bike lanes, also connect bike trail to county 

road and visitor center - approximately 6.5 miles total mileage. 
38. Install more benches and pull-offs along park roads. 
39. Add visitor parking in the main campground. 
40. Bring campground and picnic area restrooms up to accessibility code. 
41. Restore vegetation in old fields and homesteads._ 
42. Construct a new cold storage building, expand existing shop, and remodel the contact station. 
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Acquisition 
All acquisition projects will be placed in priority order with other state park acquisition projects. 
The total cost to complete this acquisition is estimated at$ 2.4 million (1997 dollars) . 

1. Purchase private, county and federal land (approximately 1,159 acres at approximately 
$750,000) in existing statutory boundary. 

2. Purchase private, county and federal land (approximately 2,540 acres in Star Lake Township at 
approximately $1,650,000) in proposed statutory boundary . 
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Plan Modification Process 
State Park Management Plans document a partnership-based planning process and the 
recommended actions resulting from that process. These comprehensive plans recognize that all 
aspects of park management are interrelated, and that management recommendations should also be 
interrelated. 

Planning is an ongoing process and the written plan must be regularly revised if it is going to have 
continuing value. Over time, however, conditions change that affect some of the plan 
recommendations (or, in extreme cases, an entire plan). Plans need to recognize changing 
conditions and be flexible enough to allow for modifications as needed. 

For the purpose of this plan we will differentiate between less controversial plan revisions and 
major plan amendments. Minor plan revisions can generally be made within the Division of Parks 
and Recreation. If a proposed change to a management plan meets any of the criteria below, it 
must follow the Plan Amendment Process. To maintain consistency among the plans and 
processes, all revisions and amendments should be coordinated through the Division of Parks and 
Recreation planning section. Requests for modifications should be directed to the Division of 
Parks and Recreation Planning Manager at the central office. 

Major Plan Amendments 
Proposed Plan Change Amendment Process Criteria 

If a proposed change meets any of the following criteria, it must be approved through the 
amendment process below. 

The proposed change: 

1. Alters the park mission, vision, goals, or specific management objectives outlined in the plan; 
or 

2. Is controversial among elected officials and boards, park user groups, the public, other DNR 
divisions, or state agencies . 

. Management Plan Amendment Process 

1. Division of Parks and Recreation Initial Step: Review plan amendment at park and regional 
level. Determine which stakeholders potentially have a major concern and how those concerns 
should be addressed. If the major concerns are within the Division of Parks and Recreation, the 
issue should be resolved within the division. Review proposed approach with central office 
managers. 

2. If the proposed change issue is between DNR Divisions, the issue should be resolved by staff 
and approved by the Division Directors. This may require one or two area/regional integrated 
resources management team meetings. The Division Directors will determine whether the 
proposed changes should go through the departmental (CTECH/Senior Manager) review process. 

3. If the proposed change issue is between state agencies, the issue should be resolved by staff 
from both agencies and approved by the Division of Parks Director. 

4. If the proposed change is potentially controversial among elected boards. park user groups. or 
the public, the park advisory committee should discus~ the proposed change and attend an open 
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house forum which is advertised in the local and regional area. Following the open house, the 
Division of Parks Director will determine whether the proposed change should be reviewed by the 
department. 

5. All plan amendments should be coordinated. documented, and distributed by the Division of 
Parks planning staff . 

Plan Revisions 
If a plan change is recommended that does not meet the amendment criteria above and generally 
follows the intent of the park management plan (through mission, vision, goals, and objectives) the 
Division of Parks has the discretion to modify the plan without a major planning process . 

Revisions related to Physical Development Constraints and Resource 
Protection 
Detailed engineering and design work may not allow the development exactly as it is outlined in the 
plan. A relatively minor modification, such as moving a proposed building site to accommodate 
various physical concerns, is not uncommon. Plans should outline a general direction and 
document general "area" for development rather than specific locations. For the most part, plans 
are conceptual, not detailed-oriented. Prior to development, proposed development sites are 
examined for the presence of protected Minnesota Natural Heritage Program elements and 
historical/archaeological sites. If any are found, the planned project may have to be revised to 
accommodate the protection of these resources . 

Program Chapter Revisions 
The resource management section (Natural and Cultural Resource Objectives and Integrated 
Management page 61) and Interpretive Services chapter should be updated periodically as needed. 
Division of Parks and Recreation Resource Management and Interpretive staff will determine when 
an update is needed and coordinate the revision with the park planning section. Program chapters 
should be rewritten in a format consistent with the plan as originally approved by the DNR. To 
retain consistency, park planning staff should be involved in chapter revision review, editing and 
distribution . 
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